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Maryland hunters harvested 4,208 wild turkeys during the spring 
2022 regular and junior turkey seasons, the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources reported. This year’s harvest was 8% higher than 
the 2021 harvest and just 2% below the record harvest of 4,303 set in 
2020.

“Although certain areas have experienced declines in turkey popu-
lations, some regions of the state now hold record-high numbers of 
turkeys,” Wildlife and Heritage Service Director Paul Peditto said. 
“The growth of turkey populations in areas such as the Baltimore-
Washington corridor provides hunters with exciting new opportunities 
to get afield where they might not have had success in the past.”

The percentage of juvenile turkeys or “jakes” reported in the harvest 
was 24%, the highest level since 2011. The increase can be attributed 
to the Brood X cicada emergence in the summer of 2021 that provided 
abundant food for newly-hatched turkeys and increased survival of the 
young birds. 

Turkey populations in the central region of the state especially bene-
fited from last summer’s high reproduction. Five counties in the region 
posted record harvests: Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Howard, Montgom-
ery, and Prince George’s. But counties further west lead the state in to-
tal turkey harvest, with Garrett County reporting 436 turkeys, followed 
by Washington County with 400 and Frederick County with 343.

Youth hunters kicked off the spring turkey season statewide on April 
16 with the Junior Turkey Hunt. An additional junior hunting oppor-
tunity occurred on April 17 in select counties. In total, junior hunt-
ers harvested 286 wild turkeys, accounting for about 7% of the total 
spring harvest.

Maryland’s Spring 2022 Turkey 
Harvest Sees 8% Increase
Hunters Bag 4,208 Turkeys; Five Counties Set Records

Hotline Sport Fishing out of Ocean City, MD landed this 347lb 
thresher on the first trip of the year.

Chesapeake Outdoors
Rte 50 E, Exit 39B Chester, Maryland

Phone: 410-604-2500 
e-mail: john@chesapeakeoutdoors.com  In Season Hours:Mon – Sat 5am - 7pm, Sun 5am - 5pm

Kent Island’s Largest 
Full-Service

Sporting Goods Store
FISHING • ARCHERY • HUNTING

www.chesapeakeoutdoors.com
MD FISHING & HUNTING LICENSES • RAMP PERMITS 

FROZEN BAIT • ACCESSORIES • CRAB SUPPLIES

All Crabbing supplies are in!
We have trotlines in stock! 600’ and 1200’ with snoods. 

New Baskets with lids.
All types of  crab pots and fish traps.

All your favorite crab seasoning!
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FUEL YOUR ADVENTURE THISFUEL YOUR ADVENTURE THIS  
SUMMER AT MOLLY'S!SUMMER AT MOLLY'S!

12503 AUGUSTINE HERMAN HWY, KENNEDYVILLE, MD 2164512503 AUGUSTINE HERMAN HWY, KENNEDYVILLE, MD 21645
410-348-5000410-348-5000          MYMOLLYS.COMMYMOLLYS.COM  
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REGULARS

CREDITS

BY INSPIRATION MINISTRIES

Do Justice, Seek Truth
 God gave Jeremiah a challenge: to find just one person 
“who does justice, who seeks honesty.” If he could find even 
one person, He would pardon His people.
 But God warned this search would be futile. If he trav-
eled everywhere and talked with everyone, Jeremiah could 
not find one person who did the right thing and sought truth. 
Israel was filled with people who didn’t seek God’s standards 
but compromised and followed their own rules.
 He warned Jeremiah that he would see people with a 
superficial spirituality who talked like they were religious but 
whose hearts were far from Him. Their religion was an act. 
When confronted, they would not change. Their faces were 
“harder than rock” and they “refused to repent” (v. 3). As a 
result, God had no choice but to send judgment to shake them 
up.
 God still looks for “just and honest” men and women 
(v. 1 NLT). Are you one of these people? Are you completely 
honest in all your dealings? Do you seek first God’s King-
dom? Are you living according to His standards? Are you 
guilty of compromising with the world? Have you surren-
dered your life to the lordship of Jesus Christ?
 Today, renew your commitment to obey God. Be pas-
sionate about doing what is right and pleasing Him. As He 
told Jeremiah, just one person who does justice and seeks 
truth can make an enormous difference. Will you be one of 
those people?

Front Cover
The tuna are biting off of 

Ocean City, MD
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Beer/Bourbon/Bullets
Must be 21 with valid 

state issued ID to enter
Stevensville, Md

(443) 249-3216

Licensed Licensed 
OUTFITTER & Master GuideOUTFITTER & Master Guide

Danny B. Harrison

410-714-2200

Booking Now For Booking Now For 
September Dove Season!September Dove Season!

Harrison’s Outfitter Service offers fast paced shooting over Harrison’s Outfitter Service offers fast paced shooting over 
sunfower fields for the fast flying birds. If you have never sunfower fields for the fast flying birds. If you have never 
dove hunted before you are really missing some of the dove hunted before you are really missing some of the 
greatest wingshooting ever with the chance to see birds dive greatest wingshooting ever with the chance to see birds dive 
bomb your field throughout the shoot is truly a sight you bomb your field throughout the shoot is truly a sight you 
will never forget. will never forget. 

Outfitter ServiceOutfitter Service
www.harrisonsoutfitterservice.com

email: danny@harrisonsoutfitterservice.com

Call Danny B. 
to book today!

  HARRISON’S

Robert (Bubba) Strannahan. 
He took this bird on youth day 
in Kent County MD 11.5 inch 
beard. 1 1/8 spurs.

The tuna have found their way north!  Congrats to the crew of the 
“Take Em” out of Harbor Island.

Three License-Free Fishing Days Scheduled for 2022
The Maryland Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) announc-
es its 2022 license-free fishing days 
will be held on Saturday, June 4, 
Saturday, June 11, and Monday, 
July 4. 

Maryland’s annual license-free 
fishing days offer anglers a unique 
opportunity to explore the state’s 
diverse fishing without needing 
a fishing license, trout stamp, or 
registration. On these days, any 

individual may catch and possess 
finfish in any tidal and nontidal wa-
ters of Maryland, as long as it’s for 
recreational purposes. All anglers 
must follow current size and catch 
limits found in the DNR fishing and 
crabbing guide. 

The department also has doz-
ens of other resources to help new 
or experienced anglers, including 
angler access maps, Click Before 
You Cast environmental monitor-

ing reports, and fish identification 
charts. In addition, anglers of any 
level are encouraged to sign-up for 
the Maryland Fishing Report, which 
provides up-to-date fishing informa-
tion. 

Aside from these free fishing 
days and certain license-free areas, 
anyone 16 or older fishing in Mary-
land must possess a license, which 
can be obtained or renewed online 
or on the DNR mobile app.
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Summer unofficially started on 
Memorial Day. Striped bass season 
opens up bay-wide on June 1st. 
There’s no doubt that fishing is pick-
ing up. The closest place for me to 
target and consistently catch stripers 
is the Patapsco River. The bonus is 
that the river is that it is mecca for 
white perch fishing. On my boat with 
a couple of guys, a one-fish-per-man 
striper limit often comes quick. Sure, 
you can catch and release; but I like 
to keep that at a minimum. Having 
numerous white perch holes to visit 
after the limit of rockfish is obtained 
makes the river the perfect one-two 
punch for fishing on the upper bay. 

Early June is a fun time for striper 
fishing on the P-taps. The fun comes 
in finding the pattern of the day. 
Are they on the shallow side of the 
channel edges? Are they nestled next 
to the pier pilings of the industrial 
complexes, or are they tucked up on 
the shorelines on a good flood tide. 
The white perch can be patterned, too. 
Throughout this month perch have 
specific patterns. I find them shallow 
in early June before the river warms 
as the month progresses.

Stripers along the channel edges 
can sometimes be confounding. The 
best scenario is that you mark schools 
with baitfish nearby. This is truly 
when you will find the active fish. 
Jigging is the most productive way 
to catch these stripers, yet they still 
may not be cooperative. They do get 
keyed in on the size of the baitfish 
and, as an example, often do not bite 
a 4 ½-inch soft plastic if they are 

feeding on 3 ½-inch baitfish. Color 
choice can be an issue as well. Hav-
ing a couple of fishing partners can 
help you hone in on the right choice. 
Each angler will jig with a different 
color lure. The best outcome is that 
color doesn’t matter that day. Yet, if 
one fisherman is getting all the bites, 
the others should switch to the color 
he or she is using.

Admittedly, I am much better at 
finding stripers on the cover than 
near structure. Give me a group of 
pier pilings, a rock pile, or rocky 
shoreline, and my confidence goes 
way up. If I find rockfish on the top 
side of the channel edges, I know 
I can start working pilings in that 
same depth range. Again, jigging is 
the best approach.

There are times when you will find 
stripers suspending over structure or 
near cover. If these fish are suspended 
near bait, your odds are still good for 
catching them. There are a couple of 
options. Jigging is still the best tactic. 
Stripers will usually bite as you jig 
up through the school. If they do 
not show interest. Cast the paddle 
tail plastic and count it down to the 
suspending school. At this point, start 
reeling it back to the boat. Changing 
to a more horizontal presentation will 
draw strikes.

I’ll try rocky shorelines early in 
the morning. Overcast days are good, 
too. This is when I am going to the 
top side with a popper. There are other 
topwater baits that will work, but I 
stick with my favorite. I work it with 
a steady pace back to the boat. If I 

have blow ups, I keep it coming. Ag-
gressive stripers will keep tracking 
it. If they are in a tight school along 
the bank, multiple stripers will try to 
attack it. I’ll give the surface bite 5 
to 10 minutes to materialize before 
going subsurface. I turn to a naked 
chatter bait or a jig head adorned with 
a boot tail swim bait.

The good thing about the Patapsco 
in June is that white perch aren’t far 
away from the striper haunts. Early 
in June you’ll need to look in 3 to 6 
feet of water. To start out, try those 
rocky shorelines where you were 
casting topwater lures for stripers. 
From there, look for sandy and grassy 
areas in the aforementioned depth 
range. Anglers fishing from small 
watercraft can find plenty of perch 
this month in the Patapsco tributar-
ies: Rock Creek, Stony Creek, Curtis 
Creek, and Bear Creek. Here, too, 

sandy bottom areas and submerged 
grass beds are key.

To get the bites in the shallows, 
it’s a straight-line retrieve. Inline 
spinners are my go-to lure. I don’t 
know the reason, but perch here 
prefer spinners with the wider style 
blade. Mepps, Blue Fox, and Panther-
Martin baits work well. Another great 
option is the bent wire frame spinner 
with a small twister tail or paddle tail 
plastic as the teaser. You can also cast 
these soft baits on a ball head jig for 
a more subtle approach.

I look forward to hitting the P-taps 
every year, especial in June. It fishes 
like a small version of the bay itself. 
You’ll find stripers shallow and at 
mid-depth and perch will be plentiful 
in the shallows. The river provides 
the perfect one-two punch to get the 
season going in high gear.

“Tackle Box Tim”“Tackle Box Tim”

Patapsco One-Two Punch

GUN SHACK / CROSSWINDS
FULL PRO SHOP SALES AND SERVICE

Arrows by Beman, Easton, and Carbon Express • Crossbows & Accessories

Bows & Accessories from:

A Turn of The Century Store:
101 S. Main St. - Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0122 • www.gunshackinc.com

Full line of Traditional 
Archery Equipment.

Chapel Cove
Now Selling Bait and Tackle

All YOUR Tackle Needs!
BOAT & HOSE AT 

CHAPEL COVE
Steaks & Seafood

Thurs.-Sat., 12-8

Sunday 12-6

Taylors Island, MD 
Marina Phone: 410-901-1070

tifccamp@comcast.netOvercast days are optimal for Patapsco stripers.

All About Bait and Tackle ShopAll About Bait and Tackle Shop

Live and Frozen Baits
Blood Worms / Night Crawlers / Meal Worms / Wax Worms / Grass Shrimp / / 

Razor Clams / Bait Shrimp / Clam Snouts / Chicken Necks etc...All Fishing Tackle 
/ Crabbing Suppies / Pots / Lines and Much More!  

7403 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard Glen Burnie, MD

(410) 590-0000 munchkinland4@comcast.net
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ON TARGET Inc.
Colt

Taurus • Ruger
Rossi • Glock

Springfield Armory
Smith & Wesson
Bersa • Walther

2618 Annapolis Rd. • Route 175 and Ridge Road • Severn, MD 21144
Severn Square Shopping Center–Behind Pizza Hut 1 mi. East of I-295, 4 mi. East of I-95

BALT. 410-551-7777  www.ontarget.biz WASH. 301-621-7777

AMMUNITION • HOLSTERS & ACCESSORIES • SAFES • GUN CASES • GIFT CERTIFICATES

FIREARMS for Home Protection, 
Target Shooting & 

Hunting Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns

Ask 
us 

about 
HQL 

Classes!
AR-10 Still 

Legal

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
Memberships — Individual $225.00 1st year, Renewal $200.00 / Family $275.00 1st year, 

Renewal $250.00 Active Duty Military $200.00 1st year, Renewal $175.00
Law Enforcement $175.00 1st year, Renewal $150.00

Now Selling 
Strong Suit 

Gear!

Sylis Levi Showacre, age 11, harvested his FIRST deer in Tal-
bot County last early muzzleloader season - a nontypical Talbot 
County buck! Sylis's buck grossed scored 168 2/8”.
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The winter dredge survey is the 
only bay-wide fishery-independent 
effort to estimate the number of blue 
crabs living in the Chesapeake Bay. 
The winter dredge survey produces 
information that is essential for the 
management of the species, such as an 
estimate of the number of crabs over-
wintering in the bay and the number 
of young crabs entering the popula-
tion each year. Also calculated is the 
estimated number of females that 
could spawn within the year, which 
is an important indicator of future 
spawning potential. Estimating the 
total number of crabs living in the bay 
allows us to calculate the percentage 
of the crab population that is removed 
by harvest each year. A pilot version 
of the winter dredge survey was first 
conducted in 1988 with the coopera-
tion of the University of Maryland 
Chesapeake Biological Lab. In 1989 
the Virginia Institute of Marine Sci-
ence joined the survey, and the two 
states continue to sample each winter 
from December through March.

WHERE DNR SAMPLES:
Distribution of Winter Dredge Sites 

1999-2000Since 1994, the survey has 
been conducted according to a strati-
fied random design (Rothschild and 
Sharov, 1996). The bay is divided 
into three regions or strata: Lower 
Bay (the mouth of the Chesapeake 
to Windmill Point, VA), Middle Bay 
(Windmill Point, VA to Cove Point, 
MD) and the Upper Bay/Tributaries 
(Cove Point to Pooles Island and all 
of the Bay’s tributaries). Each year, 
a total of 1500 sites in waters deeper 
than 5 feet are randomly selected. The 
number of sites assigned in each re-
gion is proportional to its area.

2022 Blue Crab Winter 
Dredge Survey

HOW WE SAMPLE:
A six-foot-wide Virginia crab 

dredge fitted with a half-inch nylon 
mesh liner is towed along the bot-
tom for one minute at a speed of three 
knots. Latitude and longitude, mea-
sured with a Differential Global Po-
sitioning System (GPS), is recorded 
at the beginning and end of each tow 
to determine distance covered. This 
distance is multiplied by the dredge’s 
width to calculate the area covered. 
Beginning and ending depth, water 
temperature, and salinity are recorded 
at each site.

All crabs collected at each site are 
measured and weighed. Crabs are 
measured from point to point across 
the top shell or carapace. The sex of 
each crab is determined and the matu-
rity of females is noted.

As a final part of our survey, we do 
annual experiments to determine how 
well our dredge catches blue crabs. 
This is known as gear efficiency. For 
more information see: Volstad et al. 
2000 and Sharov et al. 2001.

HOW AND WHY WE DE-
TERMINE THE AGE OF 
CRABS:

We divide the male and female 
crabs into different categories based 
on age, size, and maturity. Crabs that 
are smaller than 2.4 inches across the 
carapace are considered to be young-
of-the-year crabs. These are the new 
arrivals to the bay and will form the 
backbone of the recreational and 
commercial fisheries in the late sum-
mer or fall. Female crabs bigger than 
2.4 inches across are the females that 
could spawn this year. The number 

of spawning females is related to the 
number of young crabs that can po-
tentially be produced each year and is 
an important indicator of the health of 
the stock. Combined, all crabs bigger 
than 2.4 inches are grouped together 
and considered to be the harvestable 
stock for the upcoming year. These 
crabs will support the recreational 
and commercial fisheries throughout 
the summer.

CALCULATING THE NUM-
BER OF CRABS:

The results of the winter dredge sur-
vey are reported as density of crabs. 
This is the average number of crabs 
we find within a 1,000 meter by 1,000 
meter area (1,000 meters squared or 
1000m2). The density of crabs for the 
different age categories is calculated 
each year. If you are interested in that 
information please click on this link 
to see a table of different age class 
densities for 1990 to 2022.

The figures below show the annual 
density since 1990 for important age 
categories as well as the densities of 
all age categories combined.

The density of juvenile crabs in-

creased in 2022 however the the den-
sity of crabs bigger than 2.4 inches 
decreased in 2022

HOW MANY CRABS ARE 
ESTIMATED TO BE LIVING 
IN THE BAY?

Managers estimate abundance, the 
number of crabs estimated to be liv-
ing in the Chesapeake Bay, by multi-
plying the density of all crabs by the 
area of the bay. Each year the over-
wintering mortality, those crabs that 
die in the winter, is estimated and 
abundance is adjusted for that loss.

Juvenile abundace increased in 
2022 but overall, total crab abun-
dance decreased in 2022.

In 2017 an update to the blue crab 
stock assessment recommended a 
female-specific target of 196 mil-
lion spawning age female crabs and 
a threshold of 72.5 million spawning 
age female crabs that were adopted by 
Maryland, Virginia, and the Potomac 
River Fisheries Commission. In 2022 
the abundance of spawning age fe-
males decreased to 97 million crabs 
but remained above the recommend-
ed threshold of 72.5 million crabs.
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Jason Flynn and his daughter Violet caught this 94” 120 lb. Blue 
Marlin in Kona, Hawaii just before Christmas. Photo courtesy of 
Tochtermans.

SPANNING THE GLOBE

This giant Squid washed up on the Beach at Kommetjie, South 
Africa,  during the night. The museum is busy collecting it now.

Throwback to 1984, when David Deuel set the IGFA All-Tackle 
and Men’s 24-kg (50 lb) Line Class World Record with this mas-
sive red drum. Deuel was surf fishing from the beach in Avon, 
North Carolina, when the 42.69-kilogram (94-pound, 2-ounce) 
record fish struck the cut mullet he was using for bait. After a 
45-minute fight that took him nearly a mile along the beach, 
the fish was weighed and measured (57” long with a 38” girth). 
Deuel’s catch of a lifetime still stands 38 years later. The Dolphin bite was hot out of Hatterass earlier this month. 
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 Nothing beats 
Top Water

“Tuna The Tide”“Tuna The Tide”

By Captain Mark 
Galasso

     The water was like a mirror. 
Fog was setting in fast and it was 
hard to tell where the land started 
and the water stopped.  The only 
movement was a boat wake that 
originated far off in the distance for 
the boats couldn’t be seen or heard. 
The sun was just coming up and the 
only sound was the annoying belly 
laugh of one of those big clumsy 
Seagulls. You know the scavengers 
that can pick out a dead fish a mile 
away and none of the smaller Her-
ring gulls want to mess with. We 
were slowly cruising the Susque-
hanna Flats partly looking for the 
tell tail wakes of moving fish. But 
more importantly going slow since 
the depth finder was only reading 
2.5 feet and the area we were in is 
notorious for wood and debris being 
deposited after a big rain event. A 
gift from the mighty Susquehanna 
River. I had the motor trimmed up 
and you could hear the exhaust that 
normally would sputter underwater. 
I had one eye on the depth finder 
and another on my GPS. The third 
scanning for debris.

     Just as the depth went from 
2.5 to 5.5 feet one of my guys 
noticed a few small wakes leaving 
the area we were heading to. One 
of the wakes made a quick circle 
and a Herring went flying in the 
air about 50 feet away. I shut the 
motor off. I had four rods rigged 
with various top water plugs and 
the three of us started casting. One 
of the guys cast out to the spot we 
saw the Herring jump. He hadn’t 
reeled and jerked three times and 
the water erupted. The Plug shot 
five feet into the air. The guy went 
into shock and froze. I yelled at him 
to keep reeling. The plug popped 
across the water toward the boat. A 
swirl behind it let us know the fish 
was still there. Then another swirl. 

By now the plug was almost back to 
the boat. Only a few cranks left. And 
WHAM!!! The fish was so close 
the splash soaked my angler. He 
went into shock again and the fish 
started pulling out line. When the 
epic battle was over we measured 
the fish and released her. Forty six 
inches. It wasn’t the biggest fish the 
guy ever caught but it might have 
been the most dramatic.

     Over the next few hours we 
caught five more, all over forty 
inches. But the most fun was not 
hooking them it was just watch-
ing the strike. Rockfish are funny 
feeders. They are a little like cats 
in that they seem to want to play a 
bit and stun their prey before they 
actually eat it. I know that unlike a 
Bluefish that likes to bite the tail off 
it’s prey first Rockfish don’t have 
a Bluefish’s teeth and like to stun 
their prey and eat it head first. This 
is especially true in areas where they 
hunt White Perch, a small relative 
of the Rockfish that has spinney 
fins for protection. We’ve seen what 
happens when a Rockfish tries to eat 
a big Perch tail fist. It gets lodged 
in their throat and can kill them. 
In this same area we have rescued 
a few big Rock by dislodging the 
Perch and reviving them.

     Of all the rock I’ve caught over 
the years I have to say Top Water 
fishing is the most fun. The strike 
is visual and unlike jigging and 
other types of lure fishing there isn’t 
much feel to it. And it can be done 
anywhere the fish are within a few 
feet of the surface. Most Top Water 
action is done in 6 feet of water or 
less where a fish even sitting on 
the bottom can see (or sense) any 
movement above them. However, 
in the late summer and fall when 
Rock are chasing Peanut Bunker 
anywhere you see the typical bird 

show the fish will jump on Top 
Water plugs, as will the Seagulls if 
your not quick enough. I’ve learned 
a few things over the years that re-
ally help when Top Water fishing.

     First, when fishing in the 
shallows you have to be stealthy. 
A trolling motor is a huge asset. 
It not only makes very little noise 
but the new anchor lock units can 
hold you on a spot without fighting 
with an anchor and chain. If you 
do have to anchor be quiet. Don’t 
throw it. You’ll spook the fish out 
of casting range.

     Second, be able to cast some 
distance. Use a fishing rod that is 
7 to 7.5 feet. Unlike a fast action 
shorter jigging rod one that has a 
more limber loading action will help 
you cast further. The extra length 
helps as well. We build them all with 
microwave guides now which helps 
cut down on line friction as the line 
spins out through the guides. This 
cuts down on the loss of line speed 
and increases casting distance. Most 
casting reels we spool with a 20 to 
30 pound braid. This also cuts down 
on line friction and the decrease in 
line diameter over mono further 
improves casting distance.

     Top Water plugs are all over 
the map. I tend to like chuggers. If 
you lightly jig them as your reel-
ing they push water and make a 
splash. The more violent the jig 
the bigger the Splash. Still Water 
makes a great example of this in 

their Smack it Plugs and Smack 
it Juniors. Another type of surface 
lure is the ‘Walkers”. Instead of 
making a splash when you reel and 
jig these lures they dart from side 
to side. Yozuri makes one and Zara 
Spooks are a great example of these. 
Large Mouth Bass also enjoy taking 
a swipe at a Zara Spook and the last 
fish I caught up on the “Flats” was 
a 7lb 6 oz largemouth while I was 
Rockfishing.

     I usually use an 18 inch, 40 
lb leader with a small barrel swivel 
on my plugs. The shorter leader is 
so I don’t reel the swivel into the 
tip of my rod and the leader is so 
I have something to grab when 
landing the fish. In the interest of 
protecting the fish (and the angler), 
especially when catch and release 
fishing I crimp the barbs down on 
any hooks. In a lot of cases we’ll 
just remove the treble hooks and 
switch to singles or remove all the 
hooks and use a single feathered 
trailer about a foot behind the plug. 
A number of manufacturers are 
now producing plugs with single 
hooks that have good action. The 
problem with older designs is they 
were designed to fish with 2 treble 
hooks and removing them drasti-
cally affects the action.

     So the next time you want 
to catch a few fish and really have 
fun try throwing Top Water. When 
you get that first strike “You’ll be 
hooked”. Good luck and be safe.

410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com

Wink’s Sporting Goods Arundel Firearms & Pawn
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD

- GUNS -
BOUGHT • SOLD • TRADED • PAWNED

-USED GUNS-
Rifles • Shotguns

Black Powder
Handguns • Barrels

Complete
Gunsmith

Service

Scope Mounting
Specialty & Hard to Find Ammunition

Lay-Away

410-761-6381
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• 55 Stations • N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors - Instruction Available
Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now

410-742-2023 • 1-800-310-2023
US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837

Public Rifle Range
Open 7 Days Per Week Rain or Shine 

24 Covered Benches
$20 Shoot All Day

Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available
Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards

Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge
www.maryland3gun.com

9 am to Sunset

 500 YARD 
RANGE!

Delmarva Sporting Clays

3 Gun - Fastest 
Growing Shooting 
Sport in the U.S.

Now Booking for 2022!

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is proposing a number of expanded 
hunting opportunities at two national wildlife refuges (NWRs) on Mary-
land’s Eastern Shore—Blackwater, in Dorchester County, and Eastern 
Neck, on the lower Chester River.

The Chesapeake Marshlands National Wildlife Refuge Complex, as 
the two refuges are known, is seeking public comment on its Draft Hunt-
ing and Fishing Plan.

Citing the importance of welcoming “people of all backgrounds and 
abilities to participate in recreational hunting,” Chesapeake Marshlands 
plans to align with state bag limits for some deer hunting. It proposes that 
hunters can take coyotes incidental to deer hunting, and use rifles with 
straight-walled cartridges.

Both NWRs would add a primitive hunt in February following the 
state season. Blackwater proposes adding an early teal season and dates 
for youth, veterans and military to hunt waterfowl. An additional 723 
acres of land would be opened to hunting at Blackwater. Anglers would 
be allowed to fish from the bank at the Key Wallace Drive causeway and 
ponds would be opened for youth fishing events.

The plan prioritizes gradually getting rid of lead ammunition and fish-
ing tackle, phasing in non-lead ammo and tackle over a five-year period 
with complete elimination of lead by 2027.

If you’d like to comment on these proposals, please note “Chesa-
peake Marshlands NWRC” in the subject line of an email, and send to 
HuntFishRuleComments@fws.gov. They may also be mailed to the ref-
uge, provided at the open house, received by phone at 410-221-2034 or 
emailed to matt_whitbeck@fws.gov. 

In addition to the email comments, there will be an open house on June 
9th from 4pm-7pm at the Environmental Education building at the begin-
ning of Wildlife Drive at Blackwater NWR. You can discuss the proposed 
changes with the NWRs and provide your comments on the draft plans.

The comment period will stay open for at least 60 days.
Article courtesy Chesapeake Bay Magazine.

EXPANDED HUNTING 
PROPOSED AT BLACKWATER, 
EASTERN NECK NWR
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Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on 
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland. 

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving 
hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more 

than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting 

clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing 
equipment, live bait, and much, much more. 

The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring 
a wealth of knowledge to their customers. 

All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

Guns
Ammunition
Archery
Tackle
Bait
Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

Check out E-line Store - 
www.theshoresportsman.com

What is CWD?
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is 

a fatal neurological disease of deer, 
moose and elk, including white-
tailed deer and mule deer. The dis-
ease causes degeneration of the brain 
and eventual death. In the early 
stages of the disease, an infected 
animal may not show any signs that 
it is sick. As the disease progresses, 
animals will show signs of weight 
loss, generally accompanied by be-
havioral changes. In later stages, 
affected animals may show emacia-
tion, excessive drooling, increased 
drinking and urination, listlessness, 
stumbling, trembling, loss of fear of 
humans and nervousness.

CWD is not caused by a bacteria or 
virus. It is classified as a prion dis-
ease. A prion is an altered protein 
that causes other normal proteins to 
change and cause sponge-like holes 
in the brain. CWD is related to, but 
different from, scrapie in sheep, Bo-
vine Spongiform Encephalopathy 
(BSE or mad cow disease) in cattle 
and Creutzfelt-Jacob Disease (CJD) 
in humans. These diseases also at-
tack the brain and cause deterioration 
and eventual death. CWD was first 
identified in the 1960s in a Colorado 
research facility and since that time 
has been found in multiple states and 
Canadian provinces. It is unknown 
whether sika deer are susceptible to 
CWD.

CWD appears to be passed between 
animals via saliva and possibly feces 
and urine. Animals can also become 
infected through direct contact with 
an environment (i.e., soils) that is 
contaminated with the prions. At this 
time it is unclear whether transmis-
sion between females and their fe-
tuses (maternal transmission) can oc-
cur. CWD may be transmitted more 
readily within overpopulated herds 
and at feeding stations where direct 
physical contact among individuals 
is more likely. There is currently no 
evidence that CWD is transmissible 
to humans. Public health officials 
recommend that human exposure to 
CWD be avoided and recommend 
not consuming venison from infect-
ed deer. There are basic precautions, 
outlined below, that hunters should 
take to minimize any risk associated 
with CWD.

Status of CWD in Maryland
The Department of Natural Re-

sources has tested 11,592 deer for 
CWD since 1999. The disease was 
detected for the first time in Mary-
land from a deer taken by a hunter 
in November 2010. To date, 133 in-
fected deer have been documented in 
the state.

In Allegany County, sixty-six of 
the deer originated in Harvest Man-
agement Unit 233, including three 
on Billmeyer Wildlife Management 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) In Maryland
Area, twenty-two on Green Ridge 
State Forest, and one on Sideling 
Hill Wildlife Management Area. 
Twenty-two positive deer have been 
detected in Allegany County Harvest 
Management Unit 231 near Cumber-
land, and eight have been detected 
in Harvest Management Unit 232, 
including one on Warrior Mountain 
Wildlife Management Area. 

In Washington County, twenty-two 
positive deer have been detected in 
Harvest Management Unit 250, in-
cluding three on Woodmont Natural 
Resources Management Area and 
one on Sideling Hill Wildlife Man-
agement Area. Ten positive deer 
have been found in Washington 
County Harvest Management Unit 
251, including one on Indian Springs 
Wildlife Management Area. Five 
have been found in Harvest Manage-
ment Unit 252.

The department has been testing 
deer for CWD with increasing inten-
sity since 1999. Initially, only deer 
that appeared to have classic CWD 
symptoms were tested. Beginning in 
2002, the department began more in-
tensive sampling and collected sam-
ples from deer in all counties of the 
state. In 2010, sampling efforts were 
focused on Allegany and western 
Washington counties due to the pres-
ence of positive cases in nearby West 
Virginia and Virginia. West Virginia 
first detected CWD in Hampshire 
County in 2005 and it was found in 
Frederick County, Virginia in early 
2010. Pennsylvania documented a 
deer positive for CWD in 2012.

Sampling is conducted on road-
kills and deer brought by hunters to 
cooperating deer processors. Staff 
remove the brain stem and certain 
lymph nodes and those tissues are 
sent to a laboratory for testing. Any 
samples that test positive by the first 
lab are then sent to the USDA Na-
tional Veterinary Services Labora-
tories for confirmation. This testing 
takes several months to complete. 
Positive samples are traced back to 
the hunter that harvested the deer.

The Maryland Department of Ag-
riculture, Maryland Department of 
Health & Mental Hygiene, the South-
eastern Cooperative Wildlife Disease 
Study, and the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture are integral part-
ners in all CWD surveillance plans to 
assist in monitoring wild deer popu-
lations, protect domestic animals and 
preserve human health.

Deer Hunters and CWD
Concerns over CWD should not 

stop hunters from enjoying the hunt-
ing season or any venison they may 
acquire. CWD has not been shown 
to be transmissible to humans. How-
ever, it is recommended that hunt-
ers field-dressing or butchering deer 

should take the same pre-
cautions as they would 
to protect against other 
pathogens or diseases. It is 
also recommended to not 
consume venison from in-
fected deer.

The following common-
sense precautionary mea-
sures are recommended for the safe 
handling, field-dressing and home 
processing of venison:

• Avoid shooting or handling a deer 
that appears sick.

• Wear latex or rubber gloves when 
field-dressing or butchering deer.

• Remove all internal organs.
• Remove the meat from the bones 

and spinal column if home pro-
cessing a deer

• Do not use household knives or 
utensils when field-dressing or 
home processing a deer.

• Avoid cutting through bones or 
the spinal column (backbone).

• If you saw off antlers or through 
a bone, or if you sever the spinal 
column with a knife, be sure to 
disinfect these tools prior to us-
ing them for the butchering or 
removal of meat.

• Always wash hands and instru-
ments thoroughly after dressing 
and processing game meat.

• Use a 50/50 solution of house-
hold chlorine bleach and water 
to disinfect tools and work sur-
faces. Wipe down counters and 
let them dry; soak knives for one 
hour.

Deer Urine Lures and CWD
 Recent research has shown that deer 
urine can contain infected prions. Un-
til more is known about whether com-
mercial deer lures pose a realistic risk 
of spreading CWD, we recommend that 
hunters use caution when placing natu-
ral urine-based lures in the environment 
and suggest the following:
 Whenever possible, avoid using natu-
ral urine lures and instead use synthetic 
lures. Research has shown synthetic 
lures to be as effective as natural lures.
Hunters should avoid placing deer lures 
on the ground or on vegetation where 
deer can come into contact with them. 
Deer lures can be safely placed above 
deer height, yet still allow air currents to 
disperse the scent and attract deer.
Hunters should not place urine-based 
lures on their skin or clothing.
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Len Wilson and the redneck Cowboys from
 Northeast Maryland aboard the Northstar 
with Capt. LT out of Tilghman Island.

Timothy Hamilton , Age 5 
Ripping Lips in Princess 
Anne. Photo courtesy Winks 
Sporting Goods 

Kingfish II out of Deal Island, MD  
recently landed some nice Red Fish.

Rabbit Commander with a 43” 
lower bay striped bass. Photo 
courtesy Winks Sporting Goods 
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Nick Michael poses with “Halladise” after harvesting him during 
the 2021 firearm season in Dorchester County. Nick brought the 
brute to Schrader's Outdoors, LLC today to be measured by OM 
Bobby Newton. The heavy chocolate rack gross scored 178 4/8 
inches with a final net tally of 165 0/8. We are happy to enter him 
in “Maryland’s Finest” records. Congrats Nick!

Here’s a great opportunity for local youth to join 
Talbot County Law Enforcement & Youth’s Fishing 
Rodeo at Shipshead Farm.  St. Michaels Commu-
nity Center in partnership with SMPD will provide 
transportation to and from this event. To sign up 
with transportation, contact our administrative 
assistant, Mrs. Sweeney at 410-745-9500 or email 
tsweeney@stmichaelsmd.gov
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208 
Brookland, 
Ave.      

Wilmington, De. 19805             302-345-7463  
       www.competitiongamecalls ebay store         clmessina@comcast.net  

208 
Brookland, 
Ave.      

Wilmington, De. 19805             302-345-7463  
       www.competitiongamecalls ebay store         clmessina@comcast.net  

                    Hunting Calls For Serious Hunters 

Whitetail Calls And Estrous Scent 
Sika calls And Estrous Sika Scent 
Turkeys Calls, All Types and Picture Calls 
Owl Hooters 
Crow calls 

Selling Wholesale to Stores and Retail On Line  

                           
   

                               

Hunting Calls For Serious Hunters
Whitetail Calls And Estrous Scent

Sika Calls Estrous Sika Scent
Turkey Calls, All Types and Picture Calls

owl Hooters - Crow Calls
Selling Wholesale to Stores and Retail Online

www.stores.ebay.com/CompetitionGameCalls

                               

302-345-7463  clmesina@comcast.net

Rock Hall Volunteer Fire Company

The Rock Hall Volunteer Fire Company is proud & excited to host

Three-day Event • Two-day Tournament • Captain’s Meeting (June 10)
Guardian of  the Pearl Rockfish Tournament

Rock Hall Volunteer Fire Company •  www.rockhallvfc.org
21500 Rock Hall Avenue, Rock Hall MD 21661

Contact Beth Councell 410-708-0492 or rhvfcrockfishtournament@gmail.com

For Sponsorship form & More Information, Visit
www.rockhallvfc.org/rockfishtournament

To be notified about important updates related to the tournament,  
registration details, etc.  please join our mailing list by signing up at:
www.rockhallvfc.org/rockfishtournament

Thank you for your support!

GUARANTEED  $5,000 PRIZE PAYOUT
Payout will increase with registration fees

for Adult Division

June 10-12th
Raising Funds for the RHVFC which Serves it & Surrounding CommunitiesRegistration is now open!

Annual Rockfish Tournament
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“Montana Grant”“Montana Grant”

By Grant Soukup

PLAYING WITH FISH!!!

Hooking, playing, and landing a fish 
are all fun and important. There are 
skills and techniques that will determine 
every fishy outcome. Different fish 
can recover from a battle better than 
others. Once the fish is in the net, on 
the beach, or in the boat will determine 
future outcomes. 

Great fish stories never happen be-
cause of just one thing. Success is the 
result of experience, proper rods, reels, 
nets, line, knots, hooks, and luck. Not 
every fish story ends in success for the 
fish or the fisherman. 

I once hooked a HUGE Rainbow 
trout, in the north branch of the Potomac 
River. At first, I thought I had hooked a 
carp. I was just horsing the big fish and 
was not excited as to whether I would 
land it or not. Then the trout rolled on 
the surface. Suddenly my carp turned 
into a 12 ½ lb. Rainbow!

My ultralight spinning rod had 2 lb. 
test loaded on a Daiwa Tournament 
reel. As I got the trout close to the net, 
I realized that my undersized net was 
not going to help. You can’t put 12 
pounds of potatoes in a 5-pound sack. 
I remembered Lefty Kreh saying, “if 
you are going to keep a fish, the best 
way to land it is to beach it!” I slid the 
32 ½ -inch monster onto a flat rock and 
gave I gave it a side foot soccer kick! It 
wasn’t pretty, but the fish was landed. 
This was the biggest trout landed in 
Maryland that year!

Catch and Release fishing means you 
need to do some things differently. If 
you play most fish longer than 5 min-
utes, the chance of survival begins to 
go down. Saltwater fish can be played 
for hours but the same is true. The 
larger size means more time, but the 
same issues need to be considered. 
Many marlins, and undersized tuna 
or stripers, end up as shark food, once 
released. Warmer water will likely make 
survival less likely. 

Fly fishermen that play some trout 
longer than 5 minutes will be releasing 
a soon to be dead fish. You can figure 
that the fish will be more stressed 
after a cell phone camera session, net 
damage, and the squeezing and flip 
flopping/ dropping that will also be a 
part of the battle. The fish may swim 
away, but the damage is done. Lactic 
acid has built up in the fish’s body and 
internal damage is likely. Shore birds 
and raptors will clean up the evidence. 
This why Catch and Release fisheries 

can be quickly decimated by overfish-
ing pressure. 

The most important part of fighting 
the fish gear is the reel. A great reel with 
a great adjustable drag is vital. Set the 
drag to allow the fish to pull line from 
the reel at the setting just under the lines 
breaking point. Fly reels now have disc 
drags which are a huge advantage. 

Great line will also help land the fish. 
Cheapo bargain line, or old sun aged 
line may be half the pound test you 
want. Nicks, abrasions, and damage to 
the line will end badly. Tying inferior 
knots will also be a concern. 

The longer the rod, the bigger the 
fish you can handle. A rod is a Lever 
with the reel positioned at the Fulcrum. 
Let the fish bend and fight the rod. This 
combination gives you the leverage to 
catch oversized and strong fish. The 
gear is the tool you need to do the job. 

Nets can be important for landing 
a fish. Catch and Release nets allow 
you to do less harm to the fish’s skin 
and mucous. Cloth nets will wipe the 
protective coatings from the fish and in-
vite bacteria and fish mortality. Longer 
handles allow for better results. For a 
vest attached net, use a retractable cord 
to keep the net handy and attached. Wet 
the net before you net the fish. 

Gaffs mean the fish will be landed 
and killed. A sharp point will ensure a 
proper point placement. Lift the fish 
ashore or in the boat and use a Billy 
club to finish the job. Huge flipping 
and flopping fish in the boat can injure 
the angler. 

Consider removing hooks with 
forceps to avoid causing a bleeding 
incident. If the hook is too deep, cut the 
line a let the fish go. Circle hooks, in salt 
water, allow for more mouth hook ups 
that can be removed quickly. Slot limits 
mean a lot of throwbacks. Become a 
surgeon of how to release fish correctly 
and responsibly. There are also other 
dehooking tools that can help. 

We all enjoy catching a fish. The 
thrill of the tug, pull, bent rod, and 
screaming reel are why we fish. It is 
important to figure out what you plan t 
do with the fish before you hook up. If 
you are going to kill the fish for food, 
play it as long as you need. Once the 
fish is succumbed, kill it, and put the 
fish on ice.

If you are going to release the fish for 
another day, learn the skills, acquire the 
gear, and efficiently subdue the fish in 

a healthy and timely manner. Become 
a student of the sport and teach others 
the best way to catch and deal with fish. 
Teach how to be respectful to the fish. 

The biggest death nell for fish is the 
Cell Phone! Everyone wants a instant 
picture. When fishermen had to pay 
for film and developing, fewer pictures 
were taken. Today anglers take videos 
of the catching events. Instant gratifica-
tion is just a few quick selfies away. 

Picture perfect memories mean 
that dozens of pictures are taken so 
the perfect smile can be caught. As 
fish are gripped, grabbed, flipped, and 
flopped, they end up in the dirt, gravel, 
and squeezed to death. The longer it 
takes to say cheese, the less likely the 
fish will be smiling at the end. Now if 
you are killing the fish, take all the time 

you need to frame, pose, and create a 
wonderful piscatorial memory. 

Some fly fishermen take a picture of 
every fish they catch. Fish group site 
members on Facebook document every 
fish of the trip. I have also seen fly guys 
tossing fish into the air to catch action 
footage. Remember the pictures may 
take your breath away but will surely 
take the breath away from the fish. A 
fish out of water suffocates. 

Fish are not toys. These living and 
breathing critters are amazing food and 
fun. Fish feel pain and can’t breathe 
out of water. Ruptured bladders, net 
damage, broken ribs, and bleeding gills, 
gravel and dirt coatings will kill every 
fish that swims. Be respectful and catch 
a limit of memories but not just at the 
expense of the fish. 

Pretty Boy Dam



17www.fishingandhuntingjournal.comJune 2022

2917 Eastern Blvd. • Baltimore, MD 21220  

410-687-2107

Bowley’s Bait & Tackle
Live Bait • Licenses

Now a Booking Agent for Local 
Charter Boat Fleet.

Call for More Information.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

In an effort to monitor invasive northern snakeheads in the Chesapeake 
Bay and Blackwater River, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) announces a new tagging program in conjunction with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 

Both agencies are placing yellow or blue tags on up to 500 northern 
snakeheads. Each tagged northern snakehead caught and harvested from 
now until 2024 could be rewarded with a gift card of $10 or $200 depending 
on the tag.

In order to qualify, the harvester must report the tag number to USFWS at 
800-448-8322, and is asked to take a picture of their harvested and tagged 
northern snakehead. Only harvested northern snakeheads with reported tags 
will qualify for gift cards.

By measuring the amount of northern snakehead harvested, the agencies 
will learn if population benchmarks are being reached and help control the 
spread of the species. 

The population of snakeheads has been increasing in the upper Chesa-
peake Bay and is likely the top fish species that eats other fish in the Black-
water River. Harvesting snakeheads helps reduce predation pressure on 
the state’s natural resources, and the fish is also considered a flavorful and 
nutritious food source.

It is illegal to transport a live northern snakehead in Maryland and sur-
rounding states. More information on snakeheads is available on the DNR 
website. 

Anyone fishing in Maryland waters who is 16 years of age or older must 
have a valid Maryland fishing license. More information on licenses and 
how to get them is also on the DNR website.

Tagging Study Offers 
Money for Harvesting 
Northern Snakeheads

An amazing foggy morning aboard Fish Tales. Final 
tally, 5 Trophy Stripers; 36", 38", 2x 39"and a 42.

Awesome way to start off the season! This Striper was reeled in on 
Double Down during opening day of Trophy season.  Photo Cour-
tesy Chester River Seafood.

LIVIN' LARGE IN BLUEGILL-VILLE...It was an absolute 
smash fest today as I C&Red 60 bluegills using my 1/16th hair jig 
and 2" Toms Custom Baits ball-tail plastic on a 1/32 oz jig for a 
banner day of bull gills that are not quite on beds...yet. Some took 
the baits 18 inches below a bobber and some simply on a slow cast 
and retrieve. Had six fish on the day exceed the 10-inch mark, 
including a stunning 10.5 inch red breast X bluegill hybrid. Troy 
Seal...things are looking up for Bluegill Camp 2022 buddy!
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410-726-7946

I lost it. It got away. It broke 
off. It busted off. It pulled off. It 
jumped off. It came unglued. It’s 
gone! So many ways we have to 
describe what happens when we 
are suddenly no longer attached 
to a fish that we worked so hard 
to get on the line. 

Ending our day with a “one that 
got away” story is just a part of 
being a fisherman, but it’s still a 
lousy situation and unfortunately 
one we all come to know too many 
times in our fishing careers. It hap-
pens to all of us - to some more 
to others.

Although it’s not as often writ-
ten about, learning how not to lose 
a fish is just as important a skill 
to have as learning how to hook 
one in the first place, and since 
I’ve lost more than my share over 
the years and watched my charter 
clients lose more than just a few of 
their own, I figured I could come 
up with a pretty good list of “do’s” 
and “don’ts” on the topic.

First - It’s not caught until it’s in 
the boat! I don’t know how many 
times I’ve watched someone lose 
a nice flounder, sea bass, or some 
other fish because, after cranking 
it up, instead of lifting it out of the 
water and directly into the boat 
they let it hang over the side until 
it drops off the hook and back into 
the water. If you plan on keeping 
a fish, it’s not really caught until 
it’s IN THE BOAT! So if it’s a 
smaller fish that’s not going to be 
netted or gaffed it should be lifted 
smoothly and in one motion from 
the water into the boat.

On a similar note, anglers often 
lose fish at the boat because they 
lift its head out of the water before 
it’s in the net. The extra pressure 
applied to the hook when a fish’s 
head is brought out of the water 
can be enough to pull the hook, 
particularly if it causes the fish 
to freak out and start shaking its 
head and thrashing around all over 
again. Done properly, a fish will 
be brought to the surface of the 
water (not above it) and smoothly 
ushered headfirst into the net.

And while we’re talking about 
nets; many fish are lost because of 
lousy net jobs, and one of the most 
rookie mistakes is trying to net a 
fish from behind. Fish are designed 
to swim forward quickly but are 
not so good at going backwards. 

Therefore the net should always 
be put in front of the fish so that 
it basically swims into the mesh 
instead of easily away from it 
which will happen if you come in 
from behind. The angler should as-
sist the netter by bringing the fish 
close to the surface and directing 
the fish to the net.

Fish often break off because 
the angler and crew stand idly by 
and allow the line to gets wrapped 
around something such as the 
anchor line, propeller, lower unit, 
chum bucket, another angler’s 
fishing line, a trolling motor, a 
bridge or dock piling, a buoy or 
float line. 

Such accidents can usually be 
avoided by acting preemptively 
and minimizing the threats. Trim 
an outboard or trolling motor up 
and out of the water, bring in the 
chum bucket, get the boat mov-
ing so that the fishing line can be 
maneuvered around stationary 
objects. And by all means - the 
angler must be ready to quickly 
react by putting the rod tip deep 
into the water if the fish goes un-
der the boat to keep the line from 
getting fouled on anything on the 
hull and then be ready to take the 
rod up and around the bow to clear 
the anchor line if that’s going to 
be a problem. 

Fish are often lost due to angler 
error during the fight - but not 
in a way we so often hear about. 
Often, if a fish throws the hook 
the angler is blamed for giving 
it slack because they “stopped 
cranking the reel” or because they 
“didn’t crank fast enough” and yes 
it’s possible that a hook will come 
out of a fish for those reasons - 

particularly when bottom fishing 
anglers are bringing fish straight 
up from below the boat. However, 
when a fish is more “out” than it is 
“below” the angler, the resistance 
on the line created by the moving 
fish and/or the boat provides more 
than enough pressure on the hook 
to hold it in place. 

So the common practice of 
blaming an angler for the loss 
of a tuna or other offshore spe-
cies because they momentarily 
“stopped cranking” is hogwash. 
If the angler is to blame for a fish 
getting off it’s more likely that 
they were too aggressive in their 
fighting technique.  

Lift up - crank down, lift up - 
crank down, or “pumping the rod” 
as it’s usually called, can be both a 
great way to land a fish and a great 
way to lose a fish. Experienced 
anglers will know when to gain 
line by pumping and when to gain 
line just by holding the rod steady 
and cranking. Inexperienced an-
glers will either waste their own 
energy by cranking when they’re 
not gaining line, or pump like 
crazy when all they have to do is 
calmly crank the handle.

Anglers should always strive to 
keep a steady pressure on a fish 
and simply direct it towards the 
boat. If the fish has relented and 
is easily coming in the constant 
back and forth surge of pressure on 

the hook when the rod is pumped 
only increases the chances that 
the fish will be able to shake its 
head and throw the hook. Pump-
ing the rod is usually reserved for 
when a fish is turned broadside to 
the angler, but it must be done at 
a moderate to slow rhythm that 
keeps a consistent bend in the rod 
and therefore no slack when the 
rod is lowered. 

Another good way to lose a 
fish is to set a drag too heavy. 
Sure, your 50-pound line can 
handle 40-pounds of drag and your 
20-pound line can probably take 
15-pounds of drag without break-
ing, but that much drag applied 
to a hook in a fish’s jaw might 
not work. When setting drags, 
anglers must consider the size 
and strength of all the terminal 
tackle they’ll be using including 
hooks, leader, and all connecting 
knots. The size of the fish and 
the strength of it’s jaw must also 
be taken into consideration. I’ve 
seen hooks straightened and fish 
pull their jaws apart after making 
a strong run against heavy drags.

My final thought about losing 
fish is actually a question. Every 
“one that got away” story seems 
to be about some monster fish that 
would have won a tournament, 
set a record, or filled a freezer. 
How come no one ever loses a 
small fish?

By Capt. Mark 
Sampson

Coastal Report

Losing Fish



19www.fishingandhuntingjournal.comJune 2022

Ernest Hemingway
“Somebody behind you while you are fishing is as bad as someone looking over 

your shoulder while you write a letter to your girl.”

4729 Mountain Road
Pasadena, Md.

Bob took a turkey for a second 
year in a row hunting with 
Schrader’s Outdoors

Congrats to Jacob on getting his first MD 
Turkey

Audrey joined Schrader’s 
Outdoors a youth turkey hunt 
with Andrew as her guide

Barb was successful on her hunt with 
Schrader’s Outdoors
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410-708-1616

Now Booking for 
Chesapeake Bay 

Fishing!
410-708-1616

“The Last Word”“The Last Word”

By Steve Huettner

THE SMILE 
SAYS IT ALL

Throughout the last few years, one 
of the most talked-about concepts 
has been Recruitment, Retention, 
and Reactivation, also known as the 
three R’s.  Articles have been writ-
ten, panels put together and monies 
have been allocated for the cause.  As 
in many endeavors, talking is easier 
than doing.

One group that has put effort be-
hind R3 is the National Wild Turkey 
Federation (NWTF), and one local 
chapter in particular the Monocacy 
Valley Chapter.  The chapter which 
has been in existence for twenty-five 
years has gone next level when it 
comes to getting youth involved at 
events, and out in the field hunting.  
They have been so proactive and 
passionate that they recently were 
presented with the Outstanding Jakes 
Event at the NWTF convention this 
February

The members of the Monocacy 
Chapter have been organizing turkey 
hunts for the youth weekend over 
the last several years.  Organizing a 
get-together for a few people can be 
taxing and stressful, the idea of orga-
nizing 30 kids, parents, and mentors 
is nothing short of a logistical night-
mare.

Monocacy Valley starts by hosting 
a Jakes day event in early April open 
to all kids and parents as well. The 
day involves all things fun and out-
doors. Archery, shotgun patterning, 
turkey calling, fur trapping, woods 
walk, prizes, raffles, and lunch.  All 
the while members are lining up 

mentors and talking with landowners 
about allowing access for the week-
end (it’s youth weekend). Once they 
have a firm grasp on mentors willing 
to help, they work on finding inter-
ested youth, which based on turnout 
this year was not in short supply.  

When April rolled around thirty 
young hunters had been selected and 
assigned a mentor.  For the mentors, 
the work was just beginning. A call 
to the parent of the youth with ques-
tions and discussions. Have they 
hunted before, have they ever shot a 
gun before, do they own a shotgun, 
do we need to set up a range day to 
pattern the shotgun?  Next came go-
ing the property they would be hunt-
ing.  

Talking with people that hunted 

there previously, looking for tur-
key sign, listening for birds, and the 
all-important decision of where to 
set the blind.   Make sure there are 
some clear shooting lanes. Don’t for-
get you need 3 chairs for the hunter, 
their parent, and the mentor (3 in a 
blind makes for tight company).  Do 
you need shooting sticks to help the 
youth and is the chair tall enough?  
Can I get out ahead of time to scout 
and make the necessary adjustments?

I volunteered to assist this year 
and went to scout the property before 
the hunt.  As I was driving down the 
lane myself and my partner in crime 
Russ noticed not one, not two but 
three toms walking out of a hedge-
row into the field.   As we drove the 
lane the turkeys walked down to the 
lower part of the field, not concerned 
about the blinding we were setting 
up.  After making sure the blind was 
already, we looked and saw a boss 
tom with a Jake in the field no more 
than 150 yards away.  I was happy 
with what I had seen.

After all the tasks are completed, 
the day draws near, and the location 
is picked to meet at an insanely early 
hour (especially for adolescents).  
Thirty sleepy-eyed kids set out in the 
dark with a parent and a mentor. The 
hope of hearing a gobble, seeing a 
bird strut, and a bird work toward the 

decoy.  Anyone who turkey hunts on 
even a casual basis knows how tough 
turkey hunting can be. All the things 
that need to go right, especially when 
out with new hunters.

While my youth hunter did not 
punch a tag, we were given a show.  
After getting set up at zero dark 
thirty we anxiously awaited sunrise 
and what the morning would bring.  
Twenty minutes after sunrise we 
had several birds sound off in the 
woods across the field from us, and 
it was more awakening than a double 
espresso.  Upon flying down several 
birds headed toward a cow pasture 
that was off-limits. Two birds hung 
around for a while in the woods, not 
interested enough to take a closer 
look at our decoys.  We saw several 
hens, including one who spent five 
minutes dusting in the lane 5 yards 
from my truck.

After the morning hunt, everyone 
meets up at Thurmont Sportsmen’s 
Club for lunch, stories and to see 
what was killed that morning.  9 tur-
keys that morning had met their de-
mise, and by the end of the day, a to-
tal of 12 birds had been taken.  When 
mentors and hunters got together for 
a group photo the smiles said it all.  
With volunteers like the Monocacy 
Valley NWTF, the next generation of 
hunting is being assured.
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Book of  the Month
GUY HARVEYS UNDERWATER WORLD

Recipe of  the Month

This strikingly beautiful, large-format book showcases Guy Harvey’s around-
the-world fishing and diving adventures. Drawing from meticulous notes, knock-
out photographs and 
Guy’s signature art-
work, Guy weaves 
together fascinating 
stories, scientific dis-
coveries and insights 
into the behavior of 
dozens of gamefish 
species to give us an 
up-close picture of 
his time on and in the 
water. Chapters high-
light expeditions to the 
Bahamas, Caribbean, 
Belize, Cuba, the Cay-
mans, Bermuda, the 
Yucatan and Mexico, 
Canada, Alaska, Costa 
Rica, Australia and 
the Galapagos, truly 
the international fish-
ing experiences of 
a lifetime. Guy is a 
world-class angler, 
diver, photographer, 
and artist whose con-
tributions to conser-
vation and scientific 
research are as recognized as his accomplishments in sport and art. Guy has 
lived the life anglers dream of and this is the book that documents that dream.

    

Ingredients
2 ahi tuna (yellowfin tuna) steaks (about 4 oz. each, 1” 

thick - see notes for thinner or thicker)
2 tablespoons soy sauce

1 tablespoon toasted sesame oil see notes
1 tablespoon honey see notes

1/2 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon black pepper to taste

1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper (optional)
1 tablespoon canola oil or olive oil

green onions, toasted sesame seeds, and lime wedges for 
serving (optional)

 
PREPARATION:
Pat the ahi tuna steaks dry with a paper towel. Place on a plate or 
inside a plastic bag.
Mix the soy sauce (2 tablespoons), toasted sesame oil (1 tablespoon), 
honey (1 tablespoon) kosher salt (1/2 teaspoon- OMIT if marinating 
for more than a couple hours, see notes), pepper (1/4 teaspoon), and 
cayenne pepper (1/4 teaspoon) until honey is fully dissolved. Pour 
over the ahi tuna steaks and turn over to coat completely. Optional: 
allow to marinate for at least 10 minutes, or up to overnight in the 
refrigerator. Also optional: Reserve a spoonful or two of the marinade 
before coating the fish for drizzling on top after you’ve cooked it.
Heat a medium skillet (preferably non-stick or a well-seasoned cast 
iron skillet) on medium-high to high until very hot ( or medium 
medium-high for nonstick). I recommend giving cast iron 3-5 minutes 
to get hot and nonstick about 1 minute, depending on how thick it is.
Add the canola oil (1 tablespoon) to the hot pan. Sear the tuna for 1 
- 1½ minutes on each side for medium rare ( 2 -2½ minutes for me-
dium-well to well, 30 seconds for very rare. See notes - this will vary 
based on thickness of the tuna steaks). (Note: different burners get 
hotter depending on your stove. Use your best judgement whether you 
use medium, medium-high, or high heat, as the marinade may burn if 
too high heat is used)
Remove to a cutting board and allow to rest for at least 3 minutes. 
Slice into 1/2 inch slices and serve garnished with green onions, 
toasted sesame seeds, and a squeeze of fresh lime juice, if desired.

Six-Minute Seared 
Ahi Tuna Steaks
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Mathews 2020 VRX 28 NEW in 
box  $900 Tex 4106934115

BOAT GLASS TINTING 410-
829-5013

Red dog crabpots are building 
pots daily. Half by halfs, 4 way 
shakers, peeler pots ,all square, 
or hex. We build any kind. We 
only use the best products, river-
dale wire. Shrimp pots and fish 
traps also available.we will be 
starting crabpot christmas trees 
and crabpot angels next week. 
Call 252 504 1121 to place your 
orders. One to one thousand no 
order to large or small. 

Amish made board and batten 
hunting blinds. Several options 
to choose from. Made locally by 
Amish carpenters. Email us at 
kingshuntingblinds@gmail.com

71189. TFL UNLIMITED. NO 
ROCKFISH.  GUIDES LI-
CENSE  INCLUDED. $8000
240-298-8018

1970 T craft 22ft · Driven NaN 
miles, 22 ft pilot house has a 
2021 Suzuki 115 on it. Motor has 
about 250 hrs on it. Boat goes 
30 mph. Call or txt 4107080408
$25,000 OBO- 

2019 like-new, 27’ Catalina Leg-
acy edition travel trailer that’s 
been barely used. Need to sell to 
someone who appreciates and 
will use it ! It has all the bells and 
whistles including a fireplace, 
A/C, heater, indoor and outdoor 
showers, two-zone stereo sys-
tem, roomy indoor shower and 
bathroom, nice sized bedroom 
with queen sized bed, comfy 
fold out couch for extra sleep-
ing guests, gas stove and oven, 
microwave, farm style sink, re-
frigerator with freezer. You must 
see in person to appreciate - if 
interested please text Kim at 
805-404-0470

Canada goose  ready to use 25 
sets v boards 443 819 6004

PET PORTRAITS AND 
MORE. VISIT 
HARVESTERARTWORK.COM 

Horse quality alfalfa , orchard 
grass, and mix. Eastern shore 
410-708 4005

Join our small group to hunt 
geese and ducks
In Kent county e-mail gs-
chumann@msn.com
 or call George 410-703-3018 
for details”.

Managed Trophy deer hunts in 

Cecil, Queen Anne, and Caro-
line County. Call 410-758-1824

Deer farms in Queen Anne’s 
and Caroline county for rent for 
this season. Call 410-708-1276
 
Wanted Deer & Turkey Hunters 
to join a 240 acre hunting lease, 
part woods & part clear cut, in 
Wicomico County, MD  
call 410-852-0550. 

Well established club looking 
for members. Our club oper-
ates on several farms in Kent 
County, Maryland area. Club 
provides all decoys, boats, 
blinds, and pits for your unlim-
ited waterfowl hunting. Kids 
are welcomed and hunt for 
free. Great Guys, Great Hunt-
ing and Just Great Times! 
For More information feel free 
to contact Norman @ 301-
659-8779 or Brian @ 410-708-
9715 $1800.00 per person1/22 
Season

50 sets of SWAN v-boards - 1/2 
of which are sold. I have them 
in stock now so this would be 
a good time to place an order 
or pick up. $85per set - pick up 
at my house/shop in Bel Air, 
Md. Message me or call me on 
443-866-0859 with any ques-
tions or to order.
Now on to geese and divers! 
Body Booting stick ups too!

Kent County Goose Pit for 
Rent in the Still Pond Area 
2,500 call if interested 443-
309-9269

FOR SALE

MISC.

Classifieds

2022 Classifieds are 
FREE

20 words or 
less

2022 Classifieds are 
FREE

20 words or 
less

Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net -  Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

Open · 5:00AM - 5:00PM
www.majorcrabs.com

107 Short Rd, 
Stevensville, 

MD

Phone: 
443-

249-5125

2022 Classifieds are 
FREE

20 words or 
less
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Arundel Firearms and Pawn
It's time after 35 years. - Retiring soon.

And the WIFE says 
everything must go!!

No reasonable offers refused.

Including the business!
Guns, ammo of all kinds, and plenty of stuff you haven't seen. 

 
7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd 

Glen Burnie, Maryland- 410-761-6381

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!!

EVERYTHING MUST GO!!!

Earlier this month,  DNR staff were out on the water to survey and 
evaluate potential impacts from the stranding of the Ever Forward 
on the oyster bar. The survey will sample oyster bottom adjacent 
to the impact site, along with another site on the oyster bar at a 
distance from it to evaluate and compare the sites.  
The next step, once our evaluation is complete, will be the formula-
tion of a mitigation plan for all the identified impacts to be devel-
oped by Evergreen Marine. The mitigation plan will be jointly 
evaluated for acceptance by DNR and the Maryland Dept. Of The 
Environment.

BRENT WIEST AND THE KATYDID WITH THE NEW 
DELAWARE STATE RECORD TAUG ! CAUGHT BY THE 
CAPT.! 
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BE A CHUMMER THIS SUMMER!
CHUM by the Log, Bucket or Bushel

ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel
All Sizes of Circle Hooks!

CRABBIN’!
LET’S GO

Foxy-Mate Topless
Crab Traps

Model 120T 
$145.95 each - 
$169.95 Doz.

COTTON Crab Rings...
$3.99 Each • $34.99 Dozen

Wire Crab Rings
$6.99 Each • $74.95 Dozen

CRAB NETS, All Types & Sizes
Economy Model... Starting at $14.99

New Baskets $11.99
1000’ Snood Trotline $179.95

Snood 25 count - $19.95
Crab measuring stick $8.50

Crab Tongs $7.99 Crab Gloves $14.95
Clam Bags 25 pack $19.99
1000 Foot Trotline... Nylon...$44.95
500 Foot Tarred Trotline... $24.95

Pasadena 4-Door 
Crab Traps

$9.99 Each
$99.99 Doz.

CRAB BAIT 
IN STOCK!

CHICKEN NECKS 
AND EELS

CHUMMING OUTFIT
Rod & Reel Chumming 

Combos as low as $59.95

Black Saltys, 
Minnows, 
Bloodworms, 
Earthworms, 
Shrimp & Chicken Necks
CHUM by the Log, Bucket or 
Bushel
ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel
All sizes of CIRCLE HOOKS

20 Quart and 
up to 

50 Quart Crab Steamers

NOW IN STOCK!
All Pots P.O.R.

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410-242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
•GUNS • AMMO • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES

1957-2021 “64 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”

50 PERCENT OFF 
combound bows - excluding

Infinite Edge, Parker, 
Sidekick
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CHUMMING 
OUTFIT

BWS1100, 6’ 6” or 7’ UGLY STIK ROD
Ball Bearing SS Spinning Reel,

4 ball Bearings
17# or 20# Line... $74.95

Rod & Reel Chumming Combos
as low as $39.95

Black Saltys, 
Minnows, 
Bloodworms, 
Earthworms, 
Shrimp & Chicken Necks
CHUM by the Log, Bucket or 
Bushel
ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel
All sizes of CIRCLE HOOKS

PENN REELS
MODEL Price
309  P.O.R.
209  P.O.R.
Squall - LW 15, 20, 30 
& 50 In Stock  

P.O.R.

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP
2307 Hammonds Ferry Road • Baltimore, MD 21227

410 -242-6108 • www.clydessports.com
• GUNS • AMMO • CLOTHING • HUNTING LICENSES • BOOTS • KNIVES

1957-2016 “59 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”
24 HOUR FISHING HOTLINE 410-247-FISH

ROCKFISH BLITZ!

SUSQUEHANNA FLATS CATCH & 
RELEASE ROCKFISH NOW OPEN!

NEW MANN’S Stretch 18s, 25s & 30s
Parachute Bucktails w/Glass Eyes, 7/0 - 8/0 - 10/0 - 12/0

NEW! Mega Parachute w/Swing Hook & 9” Shad Body!
Tony Accetta & Crippled Alewives Trolling Spoons 

12” & 9” Shad Bodies & Heads • Umbrella Rigs • Licenses 
Storm 9” Shad Bodies leaders, Rigs, & 

HOW-TO INFORMATION

Trolling Combo 
Penn 309 filled 

with 40lb. test & 
BWBR125 Rod with 
trolling Tip $89.95 

Rod & Reel

NEW! 7” 
Umbrella 

Rig!

New Penn 30 LW 
WARFARE Reel + 

Ande 6’ Rod
20 to 50 lb. class rod filled 

with 40lb. mono.  
Rod & Reel  

$139.95
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